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Labour is to abandon its 10-year opposi- 
tion to council housebuilding by commit- 
ting itself to a programme of thousands 
of new homes which will provide another 
dramatic break from the Blair era, the 
Guardian ha* learned 

The change of policy , days after Gordon 
Brown announced a U-tum on casinos, 
will be signalled at today’s Labour party 
national policy forum, with the aim of 
heading off further rows over the issue at 
theTUC and Labour party conferences in 
theautumn. 

The prime minister is to make it clear 
that council housebuilding will have to be 
part of the drive to build 3m new homes, 
alongside affordable private housing, 
fixed-rate mortgages and an expansion of 
housingassociation schemes. The coun- 
cil houses will be part of mixed devel- 
opments to prevent the return of huge, 
monolithic estates. 

Confidential drafts of the party’s cre- 
ating sustainable communities and the 
affordable social housing group papers 
seen by the Guardian commit the party 
to allow councils to build homes for the 
first time . 

The key patagiaph in the sustainable 
communities paper says: “We should sup- 
port the building of council homes as well 
as housing association homes where it is 
good value for money.” 

The affordable housing paper confirms 
“that local authorities must play a central 
role in coordinating and deliveringa strat- 
egy for affordable social housing ... includ- 


ing remaining a direct provider and once 
again engaging in major new build.” The 
wordings are understood to have ministe- 
rial support. 

Details ofthe surprise movecome in the 
week when Mr Brown used his preview 
of the Queen’s speech to make a major 
expansion of affordable housing one of 
his priorities. 

Outlining housing and planning bills, 
he said: “Putting affordable housing 
within the reach not just of the few but 
the many is vital both to meeting indi- 
vidual aspirations and a better future for 
our country.” 

Up to 100,000 homes could be built on 
around 550 surplus sites owned by arms 
of cential government such as the Min- 
istry of Defence and the NHS, Mr Brown 
said. 

In total, 3m new homes would be built 
by 2020, up 250,000 from the previous 
plan, he said. The annual target would 
be raised from 200,000 to 240,000 new 
homes in England from 2016. 

However, concerns about develop- 
ment in rural areas are certain to cause 
controversy. 

The communities minister. Hazel 
Blears, has conceded that the need for 
new homes must take priority over envi- 
ronmental concerns and said she could 
noi given “categoric assurances” about 
redrawing the green belt. 

TheGuardian has been told by sources 
do$e to ministers that the change will see 
thousands of new council homes built. 

Thecouncils likely to benefit are among 
the 100 or so authorities where tenants 


'Affordable housing for 
the many is vital to meet 
individual aspirations 
and the national good' 

Gordon Brown 
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